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THE MARRIAGE OF LUTFULLAM,
Some Lively Moralizing Ancnt the lu.
Kenuouy Moslem.

BraANTFORD, Canada, Aug. 19.—I have not
quite done with Lutfullah. His matrimoniat
ideas and experiences are entirely too fuany to
bo Ignored. After relating the 1113 ot his bache.
lorhood he chronicles his marriage, with this
pathetic statoment appended: *Inoverrating
small ovils we . geaerally bring upon oursetves
beavier ones.” His previous acquaintance with
his bride having been lhwited to the opportunt-
tles of the customary loophole, he was wn.
happily unaware of the “pettish and hypochon.
drlacal temper” afterward displayed by Mrs,
Lutfullah. A monogamist from conslderations
of economy, however, ho was obliged to subnit
to thetyranuy ot his solitary spouse, merely re.
grettully adding that ‘‘a man of wealth may
marry four wives at onco or gradually; then
from amongst such a number he 18 sure to tnd
one who gives him every satlsfactlon, and the
rest may be watatained without being re.
pudiated, each knowing that sho has only her-
gelf to thank for u rival in her lord's affections,
a8 sho ought to havemade herself so dear to him
that he could not have desired a chango.” A\
novel excuse for polygamy, Lutfullah, Sinco
o your land people have to be married to be.
come acqualnted It s not surprising that the
ceremony of latroduction ocours frequeatly,
And you, poor follow, your fate was a bard one,
To think that one’s solitary acquaintance should
be one's only wife! 1Iliko tho way In which the
discarded three ave referred to the ¢onsolations
of philosophy. It is so0 ominontly masculine,
8o ontirely fitting and final, For her failure to
retain lier fraction of plighted Moslem affection
securo from all trespagsers each has only “her-
gelf to thank,” and the unkind destiny that
shaped her nose; and, O, opltome of the duties
of womankind uuder the sun, sho ‘ought to
have wado herself go dear to him that he could
not have desired o changel” Perildious Moslew,
thine is an ingenlous dofense, and ln the almost
unimaginable case thut the rejected trio, scorn.
Ing tho bread-and-butter compensation, shoutd
adopt a stmilar arrument, veversing the pro-
noung nnd the situation, aud seek anothor amd
a more susceptible Shelkh, I am quite sure
that you would ind some equally shnple and
chavimning argument to convinea thew that what
19 omtnently proper for the gander 18 to the
last douree lucorrect tor the goose. Well, sald
Lutfullh, she ought-—-wh{i certalnly—and so
ought you, ‘The femlnine Moslem mind being
somewhat deatituto of originality, however, for
which tho mascaline Moslom no donbt praises
Allah fervontly flve thmes a day, such an ap-
plicution as tho foregoing of Lutfulluh’s oxcel-
ont theory 1s not among the probabliities.

You muat really let mo folk « little moro
about him, I find this “Mahommedan gentle-
man* 8o very refreshing, Notwithstanding the
hypocuondrln, Mrs. Lutfullah np[l:curﬂ to have
fultilted tho chlot end of wowman by endeuving
hersolf very considerably to her lovd, for ha
wmournfully alludes to her departure from the
world as Inflicting u “deep and unnealablo
wound™ upon that physical structure known us
the Moslem heart. “So great,” ho says, “was
Yy grief for this severe and frreparable loss
that 1 thouwht of renounclng the world at
once.” How one conjures up the unfortunate
rectuse mourning iu sackcloth and ashes tho
fight ofhis eyes!” How one's symputhles %o
out to him as he drops a salty tear over hig
underdono mutton, and adds to his *‘deep and
unhealable wounds” with tho unaccustomed
darntuy needle; but wo read on ana discover
that he did not at once retireduto inconsolablo
secluslon.  Indeed, ho sorrowfully confesses
that bis fricnds and companions blindfolded
him agaln and led him into worldly Qeluslons
by degrees. “‘Again,” he says, *Igavo in my |
neck to be yoked to the wagon of worldly
cares,” and, not six months after—alas! Lut-
fulab—*1 was reunited in holy matrhmony,”
the successor to his constaney belng one Wita.
yute Khanum, No man gets two chances at
uunoxtum'\'. and Lutfullah Dbartored his tor
\\'Ilu{:\to Khanum,

I think nost of us are very tived of henring
nbout the “emancipation”™ of women., The
term gives two false impressions--that the sex
18 in u conditlon of thraldom, and that it could
accomplish its own liberation. 8o far us the
thratdom I3 concerned it seems te me thaut the
most autocratle power that wen wield over us
is the Yower to vrotect; and that other condi-
tions that impose certuln restralntz upon our
absolute” ireedom of actlon are undertaken of
owt own frea will, and gladly, Aodif wé were
in a condition of serfdom, and men wero inter-
ested In keeplng us there, could anything be
moro [lmlpnbly absurd than the ldea that we !
could help ourselves In the very least? 'T'he
ovident implication of antagonizin between tho
sexes I4 even mote absurd, A belng who labors
from elht to ten hoyrs a day for his wite or
mother or sister cannot well be supposed to
be consclously opposed to her interest, It
I8 In tho nmature of things that men should
lease us; thiy always have; they scem
0 Hke to. When thoy ave convinced that
cortain thlogs are for our good, and that
we really want them, we will surely get thom,
But the convictions of men are the fruit of
patlent reagoning and careful comparlson and
observation from many sides, while vurs ave apt
to spring, Minerva-like, born of the instant,
ready armed, and If they are not lmmediately
all-potent we wax wroth, some of us, and cry |
Semmnctpation!” . What saith Lutfullah, the
calueyed observer from the rosy Ovient?  Sume
miug up tho character of the FEuglish, ‘““Thelr
obedlence, trust and submisston to the fewmale
sex aro far beyoud the it of modevatton, In
fuct, the freedom granted to womankind In this
country Is great, and the mischiet artsing from
this unreasonable toleratlon most deplorable.”
‘That opinlon has the disadvantage of a Moslem
randwother, of course, but as an offsot to the
demand for omancipation it 13 guite sensible |
enongh. Wo have asked higher education nod
tho professions, und wa have obtained thewm, but
have we accomplished any emancipation thereby,
or havo we not added to the bouds that were
previously woven chletly of Borlin wool and
crochet cotton? We have felt the capabllity
of sustalning the long strugule for tho
snke of Its rewards, and the exchange of
caso for. effort is doubtless a nuble one,
but if there 13 any emanclpation in the case it 1s
not from theatfectlonato tyranny that supported
us in Indolence, but from the foollsh falsity of
the Ideas that  made such a life the most honor-
ablo amomg women, and for which they avoe
thomsylves respousible. And now we ask the
tranchlso, surely not by way of emanclpation, as
its Inteligent and faithful’ oxercise would cers
taluly add another burden to the rest that havo
been lnld upon us at our own sollcitation, [
don't like to talk much ubout voting. for 1 con-
fess I'n not as much interested 1u it as the ime
portance of the subject demands, and then I
don’t mind telling Eou that 1 hnvot\deeplf-
rooted objectlon to boing supposed an elderly
fonale with spectacles and sido ourls and an
averslon to bangs. ['m quite aware of the friv-
olity of this objection, aud that it is entirely un-
worthy of any high-minded, phllanthroplo sup.
porter of hersex, but I regret to say that \t 3
unconquerable. Woman's request for the ballot,
however, 8o far as one can ascovtaln, 1s not
based upon any hope of emancipation ihowby
tfrom whatever llly thero be In  her
present condition, but is o simple declaration
that the sex has reached that point of lntolli-
gence that permits the useful exercige of a pub-
Me spirit and 18 desirous of accepting the dutles
and responsibilities and  benefits that grow out
of it. ‘The best point that Gail Hamilton makes
against the extension ot sufivage to womon Is that
while thoy huvoa right to votethey a higgherriyght,
bused on the sacred firat duty of motherhood,
not to vote. This is wholly and extrémely true,
but with the additlon of nnother and @& stil
higherright, tlwrl%ht of discretion ns to whether
they will or not.” 1f the franchige be granted to
women this clever writer and thinker, whose
*“New Atmosphere” surronnds o many of her
grateful sex, foresees that a new burden will be
Iald upon every-consclentious wife and mother
in the land, howsoever overwelghted she be ul«
ready; but sho adinits, asserts that women have
the moral right not to voto, Does opportunity
then entail obligation? Hardly. If a woman
bas tho mioral right to abstain from voting, If
sho be so disposed, us everybody will admit, it
would be stmply fnpossible to place hor under
ciroutustances that would compel her to exer-
clse tho franchise for conscience’ sako. 8he can
ignore that prlv)lege Just as eorcnely as the
hewing of wood and tho drawlng ot water; but
If 1t bo so that she s willing, for any reason
whatever, that seems to her r‘ght and proper,
to foreio this vight not to vote, and to assume
the responsibility of influonce In publio nflairs
there 18 no one who should say hor nay; bu‘
ghe should not call her willing acceptance of a
further share in the world’s work emancipation,
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